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rizonaStatecoachHerbSendekentershissecondyearasthe
A leaderoftheSunDevilprogramwithaninterestingmixof
returningplayers(fiveofthetopsixscorersincludingthree
sophomoreswhoaveragednearly90minutespergame),oneofthebest
all-aroundstudent-athletesandbigmeninthePac-10(JeffPendergraph),
afive-manfreshmenrecruitingclassthat
garnered top-25 rankings and a 6-10
2005 McDonald’s All-American redshirt
sophomorewhosatlastyear(EricBoateng)
aftertransferring.Hereturnsmostofthe
playersfromoneofthetopdefensiveteams
inschoolhistory,ateamthatdespitegoing
2-16inthePac-10playedallbutoneteamin
the final 15 games to a 10-point game.
JusthowclosewereSunDevilgameslast
year?Thinkaboutthisnumbingstatistic.
Nine Pac-10 games were decided by six
pointsorless,includingfivestraightcontests
in the middle of the season.
Whatdoesitall mean as his staff looks
towards 2007-2008? He knows that the
community recognized their efforts last
yearandthathehassomequalityplayers
toworkwiththatwillhelpsixnewcomers
adjusttotheruggedPac-10seasonthatis
loadedwitharguablythenation’stoptalent.
Winninggameswillneverbeeasy,butthe
improvementsarehappening,bothonthe
surface and behind the scenes.
“Weshowedconsistentandsignificant
improvementthroughoutourfirstseason, says
CoachSendek,asASUinthefinaltwoweeks
oftheseason beatarankedteamforthe
firsttimesince2003(68-580overNo.18USConFeb.18)andmatched
theprogram’sbestdefensiveeffortin522-gamePac-10historyinthe
regularseasonfinale(42-41winatCaliforniaonMarch3)."Ourmen
wereresilienttough-mindedanddeterminedTheystucktogethermaintaineda
positive attitude, worked hard and battled.”
CoachSendekalsosaidhisfeelingsaboutthePac-10wereconfirmed
inhisfirstyear,andthesecondyearwillbemuchofthesame.Asmany
assevenPac-10teamshavereceivedtop-25rankingsinthevarious
summerpolls,astheleaguematcheditsbestmarkbysendingsixteams
totheNCAATournament.Inthepastsevenyears,theleaguehasgone
52-32(.619)intheNCAATournamentandhassent15teamstothe
Sweet Sixteen.
“MyfirstseasoninthePac-10confirmedmybeliefthattheconferenceisas
goodasanyinthecountry,’henotes,andthisiscomingfromaformer
headcoachintheACCfor10seasons."Wefeatureoutstandingacademic
institutions,futureNBAplayersandrichbasketballtraditions Pac-10basketball
is awesome.”
Lastyear'steamhadtofightsomeadversityatatimewhenitfigured
itsrosterwasset.ltstoptwoscorerslefttheprograminlatesummer,
andthemostnotablewasKevinKruger,whohelpedleadUNLVtothe
SweetSixteen.Thatopenedupbackcourtminutes,andthreefreshmen
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Jeff Pendergaph averaged 35.5 minutes per game in
Pac-10 play last year and 8.9 boards, second in the
league.

gobbledthemup.Expectadeeperteamthisyearwiththeminutesbeing
spread.Thesquadwillhavejustonesenior,sothereisgoingtobesome
mixingandmatchingandforthesecondstraightyearitwon’tbeoutof
thequestiontoseethreesophomoresorfreshmenontheflooratsome
point,as senior Antwi Atuahene and 6-9 junior Jeff Pendergraph
aretheonlyplayersonthesquadwithmore
than one year of experience. Both have
excellent leadership qualities.

Atuahenewassecondontheteamlast
yearwith86assistsandaveraged6.9points
per game.The 6-3 Atuahene, originally
fromCanada,hasplayedineverygamethe
pasttwo seasons (58 with 31 starts)and
hastakencareofhisbodyintheoffseason,
trimmingweightandreducingbodyfat.He
isinthebestshapeofhiscareerandstayed
throughoutthesummertoimprovehisgame
andcontinuetotakeclasseswithaneyeon
graduating next summer.

Oneofthemostvaluableplayersinthe
Pac-10 is Pendergraph, who also has
transformed his bodyintoa230-pound
reboundingforce.Hefinishedsecondin
thePac-10infieldgoalpercentage(.553),
rebounding(8.9),offensiverebounding
(3.3)yetwasfourthinminutespergame
(35.5) in the 18 Pac-10 contests. After
missingalloffall conditioningand most
ofNovemberduetosurgerytoremovea
benigntumorinhisleftleginhisfreshman
year (2005-06), last year was his first full
yearofconditioningandstrengthtraining.
Inhispast37games,heisaveraging12.7
pointsand8.8boards.Hecontinuestogainconfidence,andhiscoachis
one of his biggest fans.

“Jefthadanoutstandingsophomoreseason;hotesCoachSendekHeworks
hardandisalwayseagertoimproveWearesoexcitedabouthiscapabilitiesfor
the upcoming season. | love coaching him.”

WINNERS: ASU’s roster has some sparking numbers when it comes to high
schoolwins.Hereisaquicklookatsomeeye-poppingteamwon-lossnotesfrom
some Sun Devils in their high school careers:

Ty Abbott
Derek Glasser

Teamwent29-2insenioryear;advancedtostatesemifinals.

Artesia went 33-1 in senior year; 111-19 in his four years.

James Harden  Led Artesia to No. 9 ranking (USA Today) and 33-2 record.

Rihards Kuksiks  Florida Air Academy went 25-3 last year; nearly 30 points.

Jamelle McMillan Played for a state champion in three of his four years in
talent-rich Seattle area

Jeff Pendergraph Etiwanda H.S. went 62-5 in final two seasons.

Christian Polk  HisjuniorseasonDeerValleyH.S.went30-2andthenwon 16
straight in his senior year.
Jerren Shipp Fairfax H.S. went 24-3 in his senior season with a 15-game

winning streak.
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Sophomores
Derek Glasser,
Jerren Shipp and
Christian Polk
playedmoreminutes
thananyfreshmentrio
inSunDevilbasketball
history last year.
Theyeachsteppedon
campuslastfallhoping
forplayingtimeand
to contribute. They
combinedtoaverage
87.3 minutes per
gameandposted69
starts.

Each of them
had solid moments.
Glasser,a6-1guard,
averaged32.2minutes
per game in Pac-10
. \? play, third-most in

.\\ school history and
justashadeundertwo
of the top Sun Devil
greatsinByronScott
(34.2)andlke Diogu
(33.3).Afterstarting
theseason18-of-69(.261)fromthethree-pointstripe, hegainedconfidence
andshot50percentfrombeyondthearcinhisfinalninegames(16-of-32).He
averaged9.1pointsinthefinaleightgamesandhitthegame-winningthree-
pointeratCaliforniawith 13secondsleftonMarch3.Hewasoneofjustsix
Pac-10 freshmen to start every league game.

Polk,a6-3nativeofnearbyGlendale,Ariz. hit64three-pointers,second
mostinASUhistorybyafreshmenandeighth-mostinthehistoryofthePac-10
byafreshmen.Healsohitagame-winningthreepointerinthefinalsecondsin
abiggameasASUtoppeddefendingBigTenTournamentchampionlowalast
November.Hepostedfour20-pointgamesandhaddoubledigitsin21games
andhis12.0pointspergamemarkwasseventh-bestamongASUfreshmen.

Shippwassteadyallyearandaveraged6.8pointspergameinPac-10play
andsettheschoolmarkwith23pointsinhisfirstgame,thebestdebutbyaSun
Devilfreshmen.Hecomesfromabasketballfamily,andhisbasketballsmartson
defensewereevidentasheledtheteaminstealsandwasnamedbestcutterand
screener by the coaching staff.

The lone senior for ASU is Antwi Atuahene, who has
played in all 58 games in his two-year career with
31 starts.

RIVALS.COM IS ON THE BANDWAGON: ASU's recruiting class is ranked fourth in the
Pac-10and 19thinthenationbyRivals.com.Individually,twoof ASU'sfreshmennotched
top preseason Pac-10 honors from the website. James Harden was named the best
shooterandthewebsitesaidhehadthetopbasketballlQamongallthenewcomers.Point

guard Jamelle McMillan earned best defender honors.

ny

DEFENSE
ASUplayedsomeofthestingiestdefenseinschoolhistory,
allowingjust61.8pointspergame.Simplyput, thatwas
goodenoughtowinalotofgameswhenyouconsiderthat:
« Ofthe 29 teams ahead of themin the NCAA rankings,
150fthemmadetheNCAATournamentandfivemade
the NIT.

« ASUallowedlesspoints-per-gamethanNCAAchampion
Florida (62.6).

« ASUallowedlesspointspergamethanNo.1nationalseed
Memphis (63.1).

« Dukeistraditionallyconsideredoneofthenation’sbest
defensiveteamsandASUallowedlesspointsthantheBlue
Devils (62.0).

Belowisalookatthe postseasonteamsinthetop 30 of
scoringdefenselastyearalongwithsomeothernotables.

2006-2007 SCORING DEFENSE

1. Princeton (11-17) 53.3
2. Air Force (NIT, 26-9) 56.0
3. Southern Ilinois (NCAA, 29-7) .eveereerenennne 56.2
4. lllinois (NCAA, 23-12) 57.1
5. Butler (NCAA, 29-7) 57.1
6. Michigan St. (NCAA, 23-12)..ccvercrrrrrrerseesneesenens 57.2
7. Miami (Ohio) (NCAA, 18-15) c..cvveeuurerermecersaecrnnne 57.4
8. Holy Cross (NCAA, 25-9) 57.5
10. Wisconsin (NCAA, 30-6) 57.9
11. Georgetown (NCAA, 30-7) cvceveeneeneerneenrenmreennens 58.0
13. Delaware St. (NIT, 21-13) 58.8
15. Texas A&M (NCAA, 27-7) 59.4
16. UCLA (NCAA, 30-5) 59.5
17. Washington St.(NCAA, 26-8)........ccoewrerrreerereeerenne 59.5
18. Oklahoma (NIT, 16-15) 59.6
21. Michigan (NIT, 22-13) 60.5
22. Drexel (NIT, 23-9) 60.6
23. Creighton (NCAA, 22-11) 60.9
27.Winthrop (NCAA, 29-5) 61.4
28. Kansas (NCAA, 33-5) 61.7
29. Indiana (NCAA, 21-11) 61.8
30. Arizona St. (8-22) 61.8
33. Duke (NCAA, 22-11) 62.0
42. Florida (NCAA, 35-5) 62.6
48. Pittsburgh (NCAA, 29-8) 62.8
49. Memphis (NCAA, 33-4) 63.1
50. Louisville (NCAA, 24-10) 63.1
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THREES WILL BE SHOT, EVENTUALLY: Coach Sendek’s teams have always had
good shooters. His 2005-2006 NC State squad was ninth in the nation in three-
pointersmadepergameatninepergameandwas 16thinthenationinfreethrow
shootingat 75.1 percent. His squad led the nationin 2003-2004 with a.799 clip.

AnotherreturninglettermanfromlastyearisjuniorSteve Jones,
whowouldnotbedeniedplayingtimein
2006-2007.Whentheteamneededaspark,
hewasinserted.Hedoesallthelittlethings
onthecourtbothingamesandinpractice
andwasinvaluablelastyearwithsucha
youngsquad.Expectthesameleadership
fromhimagain.Hesawactionin27games
last year and earned two starts.

Allthereturnerscomefromwinninghigh
schoolprograms.Pendergraphplayedforan
Etiwandateamthatwent62-5inhisfinal
twoseasons.Glasser'sArtesiaHighSchool
teamwas 111-19in hisfouryears.Polk’s
DeerValleyteamwas30-2inhisjunioryear
andwon16straighthissenioryear.Shipp's
Fairfaxteamwent24-3inhissenioryear
and won 15 straight.

Allthose wins mean they must know
howtoplaydefense,andthatwasshown
lastyear.Thenumbersweresimilartohis
firstyearatNCState, whenhissquad set
theACCrecordbyallowingjust54.7points
per game.

ASUendedtheseasonranked30"inthe
nationinscoringdefenseat61.8pointsper
game.Sixteenoftheteamsaheadofthem
wereNCAATournamentteamsand20of
theteamsposted 20wins.ASU’sscoring
defensewasbetterthanOhioState(62.0),
Duke(62.0),Florida(62.6),Pitt(62.8),Memphis(63.1)andLouisville
(63.1).Thereweremomentsin2006-2007thatASUmadeverygood
teamsstruggle.Washingtonwasjust5-of-21(.238)fromthefloorinthe

against Northern Arizona.

Jerren Shipp averaged 6.8 points per game in Pac-
10 play and scored 23 in his season debut last year

secondhalfofitsFeb.1game.Calwasjust5-of-18(.278)and posted
just16pointsinthesecondhalfonMarch3.0regonlituptheNCAA
Tournamentwithitsoffensebutwasjust6-of-21(.286)inthesecond
halfagainstASUonFeb.8.WashingtonStatewasasefficientasanyteam
inthecountryattimes,butASUhelditto12-secondhalfpointsonFeb.
3 and just 4-of-20 from the floor.
Theteamwillbeimprovedwithsixadditions.Onehasbeenhere
forayear,theotherfivearetruefreshmenthatthestaffisexcitedto
coach.CoachSendekhasbeenaroundlong
enoughtoknowthatthetransitionperiod
won'tbeeasy.Havingsaidthat,hepostedhis
fifthstraightNCAATournamentappearance
in2005-2006withateamthathadnoone
averagemorethan10pointspergamethe
year before, so watching him work with
thisgroupshouldhaveSunDevilfollowers
excited.
JeffPendergraphwon’tbetheonlybigman
inthepaintthisyearforASU.Sophomore
EricBoateng,a6-10centerfromEngland,
playedoneyearatDukein2005-06andhad
tositlastyearduetoNCAAtransferrules.
TwothingswereestablishedwithBoateng's
presence,accordingtoCoach Sendek. It
showedthatrecruitingwassteppingupand
increasedthecompetitionlevelinpractice
last season.
“SinceheisaMcDonald'sAll-FAmerican(2005),
Eric'scommitmentsentalightningboltacrossthe
countryHegaveusinstantcredibilityandthen
— - helpedusinpracticelastseasonWeareexcited
thathe nowwillbe helpingusingames.”
Boatengdidn’twasteaseasonphysically.
On game days, after shoot-a-rounds, he
wouldputinworkoutsthatwouldmakea
boxerproud,asassociateheadcoachMark
Phelpswouldpushhimwiththeuseoftheheavyball,exercisebike
andsprintsandthenmixinthree-pointshooting,freethrowsandwork
around the hoop while a manager hit him with pads.

PAC-10 MINUTES PER GAME: ASU had three players rank among the top-10 last year in Pac-10 play in minutes per game, as
Derek Glasser (32.2), Christian Polk (30.2) and Jerren Shipp (29.3) all played plenty in the 18 league games. Here is a look at the top-10 freshmen
minutes per game leaders in the 18 Pac-10 regular season games last year and also a look at the freshmen minutes per game by each team in the league play.

PAC-10 FRESHMEN 2006-2007 MINUTES PER GAME
(Pac-10 Regular Season Games)
RK.  Freshmen, School MPG
1. JoshTarver, OSU 34.8
2. Chase Budinger, Arizona 339
3. Ryan Anderson, California 338
3. TajGibson, USC 338
5. Derek Glasser, ASU 322
6.  Tajuan Porter, Oregon 317
7. Spencer Hawes, Washington 313
8. Christian Polk, ASU 30.2
9. Jerren Shipp, ASU 29.3
10.  Brook Lopez, Stanford 26.8
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PAC-10 FRESHMEN 2006-2007 MINUTES PER GAME BY TEAM
(Pac-10 Regular Season Games)

RK.  School (# of Freshmen) MPG
1. Arizona State (4) 96.0
2. Washington (4) 89.3
3. California (4) 814
4, USC (6) 80.9
5. Stanford (5) 69.4
6.  Oregon State (5) 68.1
7. Arizona (3) 56.3
8.  Oregon (2) 41.0
9. UCLA@4) 21.0
10.  Washington State (1) 15.2




ASUhasfivetruefreshmenonitsrosterthisyear.Thefallclassincluded
McDonald’s All-AmericanJamesHarden,a6-4dynamicwingwho
averaged18.8points,7.9reboundsand3.9assistslastyearwhileleading
Artesia(Calif.)toa33-2recordandtheDivisionllIstatetitle.Hardenwas
rankedallyear
asaconsistent
top-20player
andisthefirst
McDonald'’s
All-American
to sign with
ASUoutofhigh
school since
ChrisSandlein
1984.

Coach
Sendek'steams
alwaysrecruits
greatshooters.
His2003-2004
NCStateteam
ledthenation
in free throw
percentage
(.799) and
his 2005-
2006 squad
was ninth in
the nation in
three-pointers
madepergame
(9.0).That should be a perfect fit for Latvian Rihards Kuksiks, who
helpedFloridaAirAcademywinback-to-backstatetitlesandaveraged
29.0 points in his senior year mainly via the three-point shot.

Jamelle McMillan inked with ASU as wellin thefall of 2007, and
thesonofPortlandcoachandlongtimeNBAstandoutNateisadvertised
asbeingjustwhatyouwouldexpect,afloorleaderwiththreestatetitles
onhisresume.The6-1Seattlenativeaveraged13.5pointsandeight
assists in his senior year and led his team to a 25-5 record.

KraidonWoodssignedwithVillanovaoutofhighschoolbutelected
togotoprepschoollastyear.The6-9forwardaveraged16.0pointsinhis
senior year and has a tremendous athletic ability.

ASUlosttwoplayersatthelastminutein2006-07,butmighthave
turnedthetablesinthespringclassthisyear.PhoenixnativeTyAbbott
averaged17.3pointsforDesertVistaHighSchoollastyearandhadsigned
withNewMexicointhefall,butwhenacoachingchangeoccurredhe
choseASUoverotherPac-10schools.Anoutstandingstudentathlete,
Abbott led his team to a 29-2 mark last year.

Derek Glasser avaraged 32.2 minutes per game in
Pac-10 play last year and averaged 9.1 points in his
final eight games.

NCAATOURNEY WATCH: Since 1990, 69 of 71 Pac-10 teams who have won
atleast 11 conferencegameshavebeenselectedtothe NCAATourney.The
exceptions? ASUin1992-93,whenitwas 11-7andtiedforthirdand Stanford
in 2005-06 when it tied for fourth but was 15-13. Also, 74 of 76 teams since
1990whohaveposted 18overallwinsand 10Pac-10winshave qualifiedfor
the NCAA. Again, the odd teams out were ASU in 1992-93 and 1999-2000.

SCOUT.COMRANKINGS:ASU'srecruitingclassisrankedfourthinthePac-10
and 16th in the nation by SCOUT.com. James Harden is ranked 23rd (fifth-
bestshootingguard)whileJamelleMcMillanisranked 96thoveralland 15th
amongpointguards.TyAbbott, RihardsKuksiksandKraidonWoodsallwere
mentioned in the “Next 200" rankings.

Two former Arizona prep players, Chad Goldstein and Trent
Anderson,completetheroster.GoldsteinplayedforASUin2005-06
beforesittingoutlastyearduetohealthreasons.Anderson,aTucson
native, injured his knee this summer and will redshirt.

AllthosenewcomersmixingwithreturnersmeansCoachSendekwill
leanonhisstaffheavily.AssociateHeadCoachMarkPhelpsjoinedtheNC
StatestaffinCoachSendek'sfirstyearfollowingaverysuccessfulhigh
schoolcoachingcareerandentershis12"seasononhisstaff.Assistant
CoachDedriqueTaylor,asouthernCalifornianative,entershissecond
seasonafterhelpingleadNevadatotheWACChampionshipin2004-05
and2005-06.ScottPeraentershisfirstyearasanassistantcoachafter
servingastheDirectorofBasketballOperationslastyear.MikeGibson,
formerlyagraduateassistantwithCoachTomlzzoatMichiganState,
rounds out the staff as Director of Operations.

The44-year-oldCoachSendekknowsallaboutworkingonagreat
staffashecurrentlyhassixformerassistantcoachesservingashead
coachesontheDivisionllevel,includingthreewhotooktheirsquadsto
the NCAA Tournament last year.

“Wecontinuetobeblessedwithanoutstandinggroupofcoaches.Theyare
character-basedexperiencedandpassionateTheyareunitedanddeterminedto
continue to advance Arizona State Basketball”

CoachSendek
said last year
each season is
different and
thateachteam
develops its
own identity.
But he knows
that parts are
comingtogether
for a different
look this year,
especiallyonthe
offensive end.

“Itshould be
anexdtingseason.
Ourfansupport
continuestogrow
andcertainlyre-
flectstheexcite-
mentaroundthe
program.Ourstu-
dentsectionwas
outstandingWe
aredeterminedto
demonstraterontin-
uedmprovement”

Christian Polk averaged 12.0 points in his freshman
year and notched four 20-point games.
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